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Message Text 


SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR CHAI'S CALL ON ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY HOLBROOKE 


1 . NEWLY ARRIVED PRC LIAISON OFFICE CHIEF CHAI TSE-MIN 
PAID A FIFTY MINUTE COURTESY CALL ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
HOLBROOKE AUGUST 16. FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF THE 
PRINCIPAL SUBJECTS DISCUSSED. 


2. COURTESY CALLS - HOLBROOKE NOTED THAT CHAI HAS GOTTEN 
OFF TO A GOOD START ON HIS COURTESY CALLS AND WOULD BE SEE- 
ING ENERGY SECRETARY SCHLESINGER AND TREASURY SECRETARY 
BLUMENTHAL LATER THAT DAY. HE SAID THAT CHAI WOULD SEE THE 
PRESIDENT IN THE NEAR FUTURE AND COMMENTED THAT IT WAS IM- 
PORTANT TO MEET AS MANY SENIOR OFFICIALS AS POSSIBLE. 
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HOLBROOKE PARTICULARLY EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF DEVELOP- 
ING CONTACTS WITH CONGRESS, A TASK THAT AMBASSADOR HAN HSU 
HAS DONE EXTREMELY WELL- CHAI NOTED THAT THEPRESIDENT 
PLANNED TO TAKE A VACATION AND ASKED IF HE WOULD SEE HIM 
BEFORE OR AFTER THE VACATION. HOLBROOKE RESPONDED THAT IT 
SEEMED LIKELY CHAI’S MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT WOULD TAKE 
PLACE AFTER THE VACATION, BUT THIS WOULD BE USEFUL 
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BECAUSE CHAI BY THEN WOULD HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO MEET 
ALL OF THE OTHER HIGH LEVEL OFFICIALS PRIOR TO HIS MEETING 
WITH THE PRESIDENT. DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY SULLIVAN 
NOTED THAT WE WERE ALSO ARRANGING APPOINTMENTS WITH 
CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS BASED ON A REQUEST RECEIVED FROM 
PRCLO, BUT THAT MOST OF THESE APPOINTMENTS WOULD BE FOR 
AFTER THE LABOR DAY RECESS. 

3. HOLBROOKE COMMENTED THAT VICE PREMIER TENG'S MEETING 
WITH CONGRESSMAN WOLFF'S DELEGATION IN PEKING WAS EXTREMELY 
USEFUL IN FURTHERING UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRC'S POSITION 

ON NORMALIZATION. IN RESPONSE TO CHAI’S QUESTION CONCERN- 
ING THE REACTION OF THE WOLFF CODEL, HOLBROOKE REPLIED 
THAT EVERY MEMBER SEEMED MORE STRONGLY IN FAVOR OF 
NORMALIZATION AFTER THE TRIP. HOWEVER, THERE IS STILL 
CONCERN ABOUT TAIWAN (ESPECIALLY THE DEFENSE TREATY) 

AND NOT ALL ARE CONVINCED OF OUR POSITION. HOLBROOKE 
NOTED THAT IN HIS CONGRESSIONAL CALLS CHAI SHOULD BE SURE 
TO CALL ON SENATOR JOHN GLENN, WHO REPLACED SENATOR 
MANSFIELD AS CHAIRMAN OF THE ASIA SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE. 

4. NORMALIZATION - AMBASSADOR CHAI ASKED ABOUT 
HOLBROOKE'S IMPRESSIONS FROM HIS NEW YORK TRIP LAST 
WEEKEND. HOLBROOKE REPLIED THAT IN NEW YORK HE HAD SEEN 
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INFLUENTIAL EDITORS AND BUSINESSMEN TO TALK ABOUT THE 
IMPORTANCE OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PRC. HE NOTED 
THAT SOME WITH WHOM HE SPOKE FEARED THAT THE US POSITION 
WORLDWIDE WOULD BE WEAKENED IF WE TAKE ACTION TO SEVER 
OUR TIES WITH TAIWAN. HOLBROOKE SAID THAT IN SUCH MEETINGS 
HE ATTEMPTS TO EXPLAIN TO THESE OPINION LEADERS OUR CON- 
TINUED COMMITMENT TO NORMALIZATION, WHILE STRESSING THAT 
NO TIMETABLE HAS BEEN SET. ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT DISCUSS 
MATTERS TAKEN UP PRIVATELY IN CONVERSATIONS WITH THE PRC, 
HOLBROOKE SAID, HE DID STATE THAT WE BELIEVE THAT 
NORMALIZATION CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED WHILE WE CONTINUE TO 
ATTACH HIGH IMPORTANCE TO THE FUTURE OF THE PEOPLE ON 
TAIWAN. 

5. HOLBROOKE NOTED THAT OUR TWO COUNTRIES ARE NOW IN A 
VERY IMPORTANT PHASE OF OUR RELATIONS. BECAUSE OF THE 
NATURE OF OUR GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM, THE PRESIDENT CAN ONLY 
ACHIEVE OUR GOALS IF THERE IS BROAD UNDERSTANDING ON THE 
PART OF THE PEOPLE. WHILE HE RECOGNIZED THAT THIS IS OUR 
PROBLEM, HOLBROOKE NOTED THAT WHAT IS SAID TO AMERICANS 
VISITING CHINA WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE A GREAT DEAL OF 
IMPORTANCE. HOLBROOKE NOTED AMBASSADOR HAN HSU'S SPEECH 
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IN ILLINOIS AS AN EXAMPLE OF ANOTHER GOOD MEANS OF 
COMMUNICATING THE PRC'S VIEWS TO AMERICANS. THE FACT THAT 
THE SPEECH WAS GIVEN IN THE MID- WEST WAS PARTICULARLY 
IMPORTANT SINCE THAT AREA OF OUR COUNTRY NEEDS MORE EX- 
POSURE TO THE IMPORTANCE OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN OUR 
TWO GREAT COUNTRIES. HE ADDED THAT THE VISIT TO THE 
MID-WEST BY THE PRC AGRICULTURAL DELEGATION IS ALSO 
IMPORTANT AS IS THE VISIT BY THE DELEGATION FROM THE NEW 
CHINA NEWS AGENCY. 

6. CHAI RESPONDED THAT BOTH SIDES ARE VERY CONCERNED 
ABOUT NORMALIZATION BECAUSE IT HAS GREAT WORLD IMPORTANCE. 
AS REGARDS NORMALIZATION, CHINA'S VIEW IS "THE SOONER THE 
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BETTER" BECAUSE IT WOULD BE BENEFICIAL FOR OUR "COMMON 
BATTLE." CHAI SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE PRESIDENT FACED 
CERTAIN DIFFICULTIES, THE CRUX OF THE MATTER IS FOR HIM TO 
MAKE A DECISION. HE POINTED OUT THAT DURING BRZEZINSKI'S 
VISIT TO PEKING THE CHINESE POSITION WAS EXPLAINED VERY 
CLEARLY BY FOREIGN MINISTER HUANG HUA, TENG HSIAO-PING, 

AND HUA KUO-FENG. HE SAID HE HOPED THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 
WOULD DEAL SINCERELY AND SERIOUSLY WITH THIS MATTER. 

7. CHAI SAID THAT BEFORE HE LEFT PEKING HE VISITED USLO 
CHIEF LEONARD WOODCOCK WHO SHARES THE SAME FEELINGS AS 
HOLBROOKE. NOTING THAT BOTH SIDES ARE CONTINUING CONTACTS 
ON THE SUBJECT OF NORMALIZATION, CHAI ASKED HOLBROOKE'S 
ASSESSMENT OF PROSPECTS FOR SUCCESS. HOLBROOKE STRESSED 
THE "UTTER SERIOUSNESS AND DETERMINATION" OF THE PRESIDENT 
TO ACHIEVE THE OBJECTIVES OF THE SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE. 

HE SAID WE APPRECIATE THE HISTORIC AND STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE 
OF COMPLETING THE PROCESS OF NORMALIZATION, AND WE ARE 
PROCEEDING WITH THAT IN MIND. HE CONCLUDED THAT HE WOULD 
LEAVE IT TO LEONARD WOODCOCK TO ADDRESS THIS MATTER OF 
FICIALLY, SINCE HE IS THE PRESIDENT'S SPOKESMAN, BUT HE 
AGAIN WANTED TO STRESS THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH WE 
ADDRESS THIS ISSUE. 

8. HOLBROOKE CONCLUDED THAT EFFORTS IN OTHER FIELDS SUCH 
AS THE VISITS BY BRZEZINSKI AND FRANK PRESS AS WELL AS THE 
FORTHCOMING VISITS OF SCHLESINGER AND BERGLAND ARE ALSO 
VERY IMPORTANT. HE COMMENTED THAT WE ARE STUDYING THE 
PROPOSALS GROWING OUT OF THE PRESS VISIT AND HAVE FORMED 
STUDY TEAMS THAT ARE MOVING FORWARD VERY VIGOROUSLY ON THE 
VARIOUS IDEAS GROWING OUT OF THAT TRIP. 

9. PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP TREATY -VIETNAM NEGOTIATIONS- 
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HOLBROOKE TURNED TO THE SINO- JAPANESE PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP 
TREATY, STATING THAT WE WERE VERY PLEASED THAT CHINA AND 
JAPAN FINALLY HAD REACHED AGREEMENT. HE NOTED THAT 
DR. BRZEZINSKI TOLD BOTH THE CHINESE AND JAPANESE THAT 
THE US HOPED FOR ITS SUCCESS. THIS WAS IN CONTRAST TO THE 
PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION WHICH HAD TAKEN A MORE NEUTRAL 
POSTURE. THIS ADMINISTRATION FEELS THAT THE TREATY IS 
IMPORTANT TO THE PEACE AND STABILITY OF ASIA, AND 
BRZEZINSKI HAD TAKEN STEPS WHILE IN JAPAN TO HELP. WE 
WERE VERY PLEASED AT ITS CONCLUSION. HOLBROOKE ASKED IF 
AMBASSADOR CHAI HAD ANY VIEWS ON THE TREATY. TURNING TO 
VIETNAM HOLBROOKE NOTED THAT SINCE COMING INTO OFFICE 
THIS ADMINISTRATION HAS CONSISTENTLY INFORMED THE PRC 
CONCERNING OUR NEGOTIATIONS WITH VIETNAM BOTH PRECEDING 
AND AFTER ANY NEGOTIATIONS. HE SAID HE WANTED TO ASSURE 
AMBASSADOR CHAI THAT WE WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THE SAME 
PROCEDURE IN THE FUTURE. AT PRESENT THERE ARE NO TALKS 
SCHEDULED WITH VIETNAM BUT HOLBROOKE SAID HE THOUGHT 
THERE PROBABLY WILL BE TALKS IN THE FUTURE. HE SIMPLY 
WANTED TO MAKE CLEAR, AS AMBASSADOR HAN KNEW FROM LAST 
YEAR, THAT WE WILL CONTINUE OUR PRACTICE OF INFORMING THE 
PRC ON OUR TALKS. 

10. REGARDING THE PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP TREATY, CHAI 
RESPONDED THAT HE THOUGHT BOTH THE US AND THE CHINESE 
SIDE WERE WELL AWARE OF THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF THE 
TREATY. HE SAID REACTIONS WORLDWIDE WERE NEARLY UNANI- 
MOUS IN FAVOR WITH BUT ONE EXCEPTION. ON THE QUESTION 
OF VIETNAM TALKS, CHAI SAID HE ALSO HOPED THAT WE COULD 
KEEP IN TOUCH SINCE IT WOULD BE MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL. 
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